Symphony No. 2 in C minor, "Ressurection" of Gustav Mahler 


New York Philharmonic, Bruno Walter, conductor; Cundari and 
Forrester and the Westminster Choir; NYU--879 Education Bldg.) 
Time and the spectator and the work of art and what is the 
difference between a twenty page short story and a six hundred 
page novel and what is the difference between a fifteen minute 
orchestral tone poem and a ninety minute symphony. Fritz seems 
to be more fond of Mahler than Strauss and up to the time of 
the Jupiter Symphony the weight in a symphony was on the first 
movement and this is probably the result of the explicit require- 
ments of the sonata form. "The Jupiter Symphony is a summing up 
of baroque and classical styles. The finale ends in rapture and 
looks to heaven and that is completely new. A new style of 
symphony writing begins." The same thing is true for the Symphony 
No. 9 of Beethoven and the exit from the stage is as important 
as the entrance onto the stage. "There is no parallel in the 
whole history of music like the last movement of the Second 
Symphony of Gustav Mahler. The conductor at the end must feel 
like God himself" says Fritz. "The form / of the first movement 
of Mahler's Symphony No. 2 _/7 is exactly what Papa Haydn preached" 
and the first theme of the Exposition is like that for Hunding 
and "the third theme is like a memory of Brunnhilde sleeping on 
her sock, Tt isn't quite so but it as almost so. It is ‘an 
incredible tribute to Wagner." "The development section is a 
series of funeral marches." "In the English horn you hear 
definitely church music in Brucknerian simplicity." "This is an 
old record, Whatever music you hear you can absolutely go to 
your knees and thank God. This is Bruno Walter conducting Gustav 
Mahler" said Fritz and he told us last week or perhaps the week 
before that he sang in a performance of this symphony under the 
direction of Bruno Walter. The Dies Irae is heard in the horns 
at the end of the development section. Music from another music 
class in this building is getting louder and louder and it is 
getting to be annoying and Fritz has just left the room and "Some- 
body of you maybe has a gun?" said Fritz as he returned, "Move- 
ment two is very Schubertian and very Austrian. Anybody would love 


it." Christa Ludwig sings "Saint Anthony of Padua Preaches to the 





